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8th December 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

This is the last newsletter for 2017.  What a wonderful, albeit busy, week we have had in school and 

next week looks to be even busier. 

 

As another term draws to an end, it is always good to pause for a moment and look back at the 

selection of festive events which started to prepare us for Christmas as well as those which lie ahead.  

 

Junior Christmas Concert 

Tuesday afternoon’s concert in Routh was a truly magnificent occasion. The standard of music was 

exceptional and the children clearly enjoyed the experience. The choir sang beautifully and were 

supported beautifully by the staff choir, to whom I extend my thanks.  Please click on the link below 

to see excerpts from the concert. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAykN79mFLKA372Q35PvWaBx_hAf4y9IX 

 

Advent Service 

Sunday evening’s candlelit Advent Service was a wonderful way in which to start the beginning of 

Advent. The Chapel looked beautiful as over 600 candles gradually spread their light throughout and 

the singing from choirs from each part of the school filled it with glorious sound. The Prep School 

choir sang Advent Alleluia and the Head Boy, Alexander Holroyd and Head Girl, Olivia Whitfield 

represented the Prep School with a reading and prayer. 

 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Service 

Our Junior Christmas Service will be held on Wednesday 13th December at 2.15pm in the Memorial 

Chapel on the Senior School Campus. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all very welcome to 

attend.  

Please park in the Senior School South Entrance car parks on this occasion (Sat Nav B61 7HP).  

 

Christmas Lunch 

The pupils in the Prep School will be having a delicious Christmas lunch complete with crackers and 

party hats, next Thursday 14th December.  Our thanks go in advance to all the catering team who will 

help to make this a special occasion. 

 

Festive Jumper Day  

The Eco Committee and the Charities Committee are joining forces to support Save the Children by 

holding a Christmas jumper day on Thursday 14th December, Christmas lunch day. Your child may 

wear their Christmas jumper (or a bright jumper) in place of their school cardigan or jumper, with 

their school uniform and bring a £1 donation to school. Thank you for your support. 

 

Senior Carol Service 

The Senior Carol Service (Years 5 – 8) starts at 12.00noon in the Memorial Chapel and all parents 

are warmly invited on Friday 15th December. All parents, grandparents, guardians and carers are 

warmly invited to attend. 
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Siblings of pupils in Years 5 – 8 will be supervised in Maple Hall until the Senior Carol Service has 

finished at 1.00pm. 

 

Please remember that these are both formal religious service and the dress code should reflect this.  

Photos/footage must not be taken in Chapel.  Please remain seated throughout as it is distracting 

for the children and upsetting for members of the congregation sat further back if people stand up.  

No beverages are allowed inside the Chapel, and mobile phones must be switched off.  The services 

may not be suitable for very young children to attend and we ask that young children are taken out 

of Chapel as soon as they become noisy or fretful. Their chatter is very distracting for the pupils who 

are speaking and makes it very difficult for other members of the congregation to hear. 

 

There will be a retiring collection for ChildLine. 

 

Years 5 and 6 

Pupils in Years 5 and 6 are looking forward to their annual trip to pantomime next week to watch 

‘Snow White’ at the Palace Theatre. 

 

Year 7 and 8 Book Club 

On Friday 1st December, the Year 7 and 8 Book Club met to discuss ‘Anna and the Swallow Man’ by 

Gavriel Savit. All of the pupils who attended thoroughly enjoyed analysing the metaphorical world 

that Savit creates in order to explore one girl’s experiences of World War Two. Over a few brownies, 

it became clear that that the pupils interpreted different moments in the text in a varied manner, 

which was very interesting and thought provoking.  

 

The next book club will take place on Friday 23rd February and will focus on ‘Into the White’ by Joanna 

Grochowicz. The discussion will act as a follow up to the author visit which Year 7 enjoyed this term. 

Copies will be available to borrow from the school library, or alternatively may be purchased from 

Amazon for £7.99 (£4.10 for the kindle edition). 

 

Medicines 

Please would parents ensure that any medicines, including over the counter ones such as Calpol, 

Fastmelts and Ibuprofen Gel, your child may require in school are always handed in to Mrs Taylor. 

Prep pupils are not permitted to have any such items in their pockets or bags. 

 

Changing Rooms and Lockers 

Please would parents kindly not enter changing rooms or the locker area in school, for any reason. 

Parents who enter the school building should always sign in with Mrs Taylor in the main office and 

should not enter the school via the door near to the drama and dance studio. Thank you for your 

support in this. 

 

Car Park 

Please may I ask that parents quickly drop their children off in the morning and then immediately 

vacate the car park in order to free up spaces for others. 

In the evening, please return to your car and vacate the car park as soon as you have collected your 

children. Please park courteously and remain within the parking bays in order to create the maximum 

number of parking spaces. 

 

P.A. Christmas Shopping and Tombola  

A reminder on Monday 11th December the PA will be holding their annual Christmas Shopping 

morning for the children in Years 3 and 4. In order for this to be as successful and enjoyable as 

previous years the PA are asking for any donations of unwanted gifts, suitable for men and women, 

you may have at home. Please note that we are unable to accept any donations containing alcohol. 

Collecting boxes will be placed in the school office.  Please support this wonderful and special event 

for the children. 
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Each gift will be priced at £3 and pupils may buy a maximum of two gifts for their parents, 

grandparents or other adult relatives. Please would the children bring their money into school on 

Monday in a named purse. 

 

End of Term Arrangements 
END OF TERM - Collection times Friday 15th December 

Year 3 & 4 12 noon 

Year 5 – 8 1.00pm after the Senior Carol Service 

School closes for Christmas at 1.00pm for all pupils 

 

Please be aware there will be no bus service after the morning run, and that there is no lunch on this 

day. 

 

2018 Ladies’ Lunch 

Our next Ladies' Lunch takes place on Saturday, 3rd February 2018 in the School’s Hospitality Suite. 

This event brings together female Alumni, Parents, Staff and Friends of the School and we are 

delighted to welcome current Senior School parent, Sarah Derriey as our guest speaker.  

Sarah was born and educated in Swansea before living in Brighton, Eilat and Los Angeles. Whilst 

attending LSE and gaining a Masters in Law, she worked as a constituency case worker for the Liberal 

Democrat MP, Simon Hughes who was Sarah's political mentor for fifteen years. She twice stood as 

a candidate but lost to Labour and the Conservatives respectively. Sarah has two children: Leon who 

is an Old Bromsgrovian and Alia who is in the Lower Sixth form at Bromsgrove School. For six years 

Sarah worked in property management in New York and, after returning to the UK, worked for the 

Church of England managing a large portfolio of properties. She now runs an events company. In 

addition, Sarah supports and advocates for several charities including The Memorial Scrolls Trust, 

where she was a Trustee and continues to give regular presentations on their behalf, CST with her 

husband Lionel, which works to protect the Jewish Community in the UK, and Save a Child's Heart 

(SACH), which she has sponsored for nine years. SACH helps more than 4,500 families from fifty-four 

countries around the world and most recently commenced construction work on the International 

Paediatric Cardiac Centre and Children's Hospital, the biggest and most modern children's hospital 

in the Middle East, which will also encompass training and research for future SACH heart surgeons. 

Her daughter, Alia, is an ambassador for the charity and has spoken to many of your children about 

it in our own assemblies. Sarah's talk at the 2018 Ladies' Lunch will focus on charitable 

organisations and the work of SACH, a vitally important charity for her and many thousands of 

families across the world.  

There are just a few tables left for this event, so please book early to guarantee your place. Tickets 

are £22 per person, which includes a reception drink and a three-course lunch. The reception will 

take place at 11.45am at Bromsgrove School, followed by lunch at 12.15pm. To reserve your place, 

you can now book and pay online - please visit https://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/whats-on.aspx 

and click the 'Foundation Ladies' Lunch' tab. We do hope that you will be able to join us. 

 

Date for the Diary 

The Year 5 Woodwind and Brass Initiative pupils will be giving their first performance of the academic 

year early in the Lent term on the 16th January.  The recital will be at 4.00pm in Routh Concert Hall.  

Further details to follow next term. 

 

Fine Diners 

Congratulations to this week’s Years 3 & 4 Fine Diners: Olivia Cooper,Lily Costello,Sophia Moberley, 

Morgan Kirkden-Smith, Alice Wilson-Marsh, Aoife O’Donnell, William Siviter, Erica Lewis, Buster Reid, 

Imogen Woolmore, Charlie Adcock,Beau Langford. 

 

Sport 

Please note 

 Saturday 9th December - All Boys and Girls Fixtures and Training Sessions are cancelled. 

 Please note that there is no 5.30 – 6.30pm swimming next Tuesday 

 

 

https://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/whats-on.aspx
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Girls 

On Tuesday, Bromsgrove hosted the District cross country round for Years 5 – 8. Our Years 5 girls 

ran extremely well and the positions were as follows: Tilly Wilkins 7th, Megs Higgs 11th, Jessica Fox 

13th, Phoebe Dinnen 25th, Ruby Foster 27th, Lauren Whitby 29th and Abigail Lamb 30th. In the 

Year 6 race, Scarlet Preston came in 2nd overall, Teah Petrova 5th, Honey Bo Luscombe 6th, 

Elizabeth Smith 14th , Lily Milojevic 18th and Isabelle Kavanagh 18th. In Year 7, Ella Kenward came 

4th, Charlotte Jones 5th, Emelia Moberley 7th, Freya Lawton 14th, Katherine Sutherland 17th, 

Sophia Sellers 27th, Harriet Owen 28th, Emma Dunnaker 31st, Emily Dyer 32nd and Libby Rolph 

41st.  

 

In the Year 8 race, Ella Kershaw Crombie came 4th, Abigail Barker 5th, Louise Osborne 6th and 

Sophia Meadows 8th. Those top four runners were then selected to compete in the County round 

which is a significant achievement. Well done to Jemima Vaughan-Hawkins and Angelina Sanghera 

who came 17th and 22nd respectively. 

 

Boys 

Rugby 

Last Saturday the U13As were involved in a triangular fixture versus Sir Thomas Richard's Grammar 

School, where we lost 5-10 and then went on to beat Magdalen College, Oxford 25-5. The U13Bs 

and U13Cs were away at KES, the U13Bs lost by one try and the U13Cs won 30-20. The full block 

U12A,B,C and D team matches versus KES at home ; the U12A's, U12Bs and U12Cs all won and the 

U12Ds lost. 

 

Swimming 

On Tuesday swimmers from Years 3,4 and 5 were in action in the pool versus Newcastle-under-Lyme 

School and we recorded a good victory. 

 

District Cross Country Championships 

 On Tuesday 5th December we hosted the District Cross Country Championships at our Senior 

School. Forty eight boys ran from Years 5,6,7 and 8 and did very well with leading individual positions 

as follows:  

Year 5 - Oliver Dieppe 1st 

Year 6 - William Pridden 2nd, Tom Fullard 4th, James Hobbs 5th, Jack Barnett 8th.  

Year 7 - Rohan Adams 2nd, Lucas Ingram 3rd, Fin Dinnen 6th, Oscar Bridgewater 9th, Toby Lewis 10th 

 Year 8 - Sebastian Purvis 1st (first ever Prep School boy to win District Year 9 race),  Henry Jinks 3rd, 

Callum Wilkinson 6th, Jack Warner 7th, William Hobbs 12th. 

 Congratulations to the Year 8 boys who ran as they have all been selected to represent the District 

U15 team at the Herefordshire and Worcestershire County Championships on Saturday 20th 

January. The Year 8 boys finished as District U15 Champions. 

  

On Wednesday our junior teams had their last rugby matches of the season with the U11A and U11B 

teams hosting BredonHill Middle School and won both matches. The U10A and U10B teams were 

both involved in a five team festival at Warwick with The Croft, QEGS Wakefield, Bedford School and 

Warwick which turned out to be a great afternoon for both our teams with the U10A team beating 

Warwick and The Croft and drawing with Bedford. 

 

Pupil News 

Many congratulations to Gabriel Brown (Year 7) who has been offered a place in the prestigious 

National Children's Choir, following rigorous auditions. He will attend his first course during the Easter 

break. This is a wonderful achievement for one of our choristers. 

 

We offer many congratulations to Benedict Harrison (Year 6) who is currently performing in The 

Birmingham Royal Ballet’s Christmas production of The Nutcracker. This is the second time that 

Benedict has been selected to perform with this world famous ballet company. I was fortunate 

enough to see him dance on Tuesday evening at The Hippodrome and felt extremely proud to see a 

Bromsgrove Prep pupil on the stage; it was a breath-taking performance. 
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Congratulations to Toby Schroeder and Reesen Moodley for passing their Karate Black belt grade 

and Cerin Moodley received his 2nd Dan black belt in Karate. This is a tremendous achievement and 

testimony to their hard work. Well done. 

 

Congratulations to Jack Barnett and Scarlet Preston (both Year 6) who played in the Worcestershire 

U11 county side last weekend in the Five Counties Tournament. Teams from Worcestershire, 

Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and South Wales all participated and Worcestershire won 

three of their matches and only lost to the eventual winners South Wales.  

 

Last Sunday a group of Bromsgrove Prep fencers travelled to Worcester to take part in the ‘Gala 

Teams’ event at RGS. Congratulations to Tristan Shaylor and Alfie Higgins who formed a team in the 

U10 Foil and won all of their matches to finish in first place. Congratulations to Jasper Page and 

George Ascough who also formed an U10 Foil team and finished in second place.   

Congratulations to Grace Warren and her partner who came first in the U12 Epee competition. 

Congratulations to George Hastings and Max Shaylor who formed an U12 Foil team and won all four 

of their matches to finish in first position 

 

Lost property 

Libby Rolph – fleece and tracksuit bottoms 

Isabelle Sharwood – cardigan, tracksuit bottoms, PE shorts 

Phoebe Dinnen – Rugby shorts and waterproof 

Ravi Tindal – School jumper 

 

PA Uniform Exchange 

The exchange will be open every Monday 4.00-5.00pm during term time although this may be subject 

to volunteer availability.  The Uniform Exchange is based in the old Bromsgrove Police Station, The 

Crescent B60 2DF. 

 

Attached 

Christmas Activity camps. Please e-mail forms to events@bromsgrove-school.co.uk  

U13 Netball & Hockey tour and consent form 

 

2018 

Boarders return to Page House by 7.30pm at the latest, on Sunday 7th January 2018.  School reopens 

on Monday 8th January 2018 

 

On behalf of the staff, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas 

and a peaceful New Year. 

 
School will re-open on Monday 8th January 2018. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 

Headmistress 

Bromsgrove Prep School 

 

 

mailto:events@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

